
Transportation & Parking 
710 North Lake Shore Drive
Abbott Hall, Room 100
Chicago, Illinois 60611-3078

312-503-1103 
chicagoparking@northwestern.edu
northwestern.edu/transportation-parking

Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday  
Closed on weekends and University holidays

PARKING ADMINISTRATION
Rules and regulations for the Chicago campus 
have been developed with recommendations 
from the Parking Committee and the University 
Central Administration. The committee consists of 
representatives of the faculty, staff, and student body. 
The Chicago campus parking policy was developed to

• 	 ensure current facilities allow maximum capacity 
and are allocated for use in the best interests of the 
University and its affiliates, including employees, 



PERMIT TYPES
Commuter permits allow unlimited parking access to 
the assigned facility. However, storage of a vehicle for 
more than 24 hours is not permitted.

Evening/Weekend permits allow parking from 4 p.m. 
to 8 a.m., Monday through Friday, and 24 hours on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and University holidays.

Weekend Only permits allow parking in Abbott Lot from  
5 p.m. Friday to 8 a.m. Monday or in Erie Ontario from  
4 p.m. Friday to 8 a.m. Monday.

COMMUTER PERMIT ELIGIBILITY
Commuter permits are available to faculty, staff, and 
students who meet the following criteria:

•	 Reside outside the designated boundaries of the 
Chicago campus walking zone: you must live north 
of North Avenue, west of Halsted Street, or south 
of Congress Parkway. Local addresses are obtained 
from official University records.

•	 Have no unpaid/non-appealed University parking 
violations

•	 Have departmental approval for parking privileges 
through their department or school

•	 For faculty and staff: at least 50 percent of their 
salary is paid by Northwestern University

OBTAINING A PERMIT
Chicago campus parking permits are available 
beginning in mid-September. Permits are sold to 
students on an annual, academic year, or quarterly 
basis. Faculty and staff parking rates are based on a 
salary-tiered structure and are paid through monthly 
pre-tax payroll deductions.

Commuter permits first require departmental approval; 
once approved, you will receive an application via email.

Evening and Weekend permits do not require 
departmental approval. Please apply online.

See northwestern.edu/transportation-parking 
/chicago-parking/permits/application.html for 
complete application details and links.

A parking permit does not imply or guarantee a specific 
parking space or lot assignment. 

The following must be presented to purchase a  
parking permit:

•	 valid Northwestern University Wildcard

•	 valid driver’s license

•	 current vehicle registration or insurance card

Your primary affiliation with the University determines 
the type of permit you are eligible to purchase. Faculty 
and staff who are also enrolled students are not eligible 
for student parking rates.

All parking permits are non-transferable. Replacement 
decals may be purchased at the Chicago Parking Office 
for a nominal fee. Transportation & Parking reserves the 
right to assign specific parking lots.  

Falsification of any information for the purpose of 
obtaining a parking permit or repeated violations of 
rules and regulations may result in the forfeiture of all 
parking permits, fees, and eligibility for any subsidized 
parking rates. The University assumes no responsibility 
or liability for any damages caused by fire, theft, 
casualty, or any other cause whatsoever with respect 
to any vehicle or its contents in the areas subject to the 
University’s jurisdiction.

DISPLAYING PERMITS
Parking permits must be affixed to the vehicle’s outside 
rear windshield, lower corner of the passenger side. Do 
not attach with tape.

Vehicles must be parked with the rear bumper facing 
the aisle, not backed into parking spaces. Permits must 
face the aisle.

PARKING VIOLATIONS
The vehicle title/registration holder is responsible for 
all violations. Parking violations can be paid at the 
Chicago Parking Office. Common violations that may 
result in a ticket, deactivated Wildcard/keycard, or 
towing include:

•	 Transferring a parking permit to another individual

•	 Invalid parking permit on vehicle

•	 Unauthorized or altered parking permit

•	 Unauthorized parking in reserved or handicapped 
space

•	 Incorrect permit for parking lot

•	 Parking permit not properly displayed

•	 Parking permit not facing aisle

•	 Parking over yellow line

•	 Parking in or obstructing traffic lanes, fire lanes, 
service area, posted area, or other restricted areas

Vehicle storage is not allowed. Any vehicle, including 
motorcycles, parked in any parking facility for more 
than 24 hours will be subject to towing at the owner’s 


